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STATEMENT
ON LAND &
SOVEREIGNTY

The land on which the University of North Carolina 
s t and s  is  t he  ance s t ra l hom e land  o f Eas t e rn  Siouan-
sp e aking Ind ige nous  p e op le s  (Ye sàh , “The  Pe op le ”). 
We  honor and  acknowle d ge  a  com m it m e n t  t o  se rve  
t he  c it ize ns  o f t he  Eas t e rn  Band  o f Che roke e  
Ind ians , t he  Coharie  Ind ian  Trib e , t he  Lum b e e  Trib e  
o f Nort h  Caro lina , t he  Haliwa-Sap on i Ind ian  Trib e , 
t he  Sap p ony, t he  Me he rrin  Nat ion , t he  Occane e ch i 
Band  o f t he  Sap on i Na t ion , and  t he  Waccam aw-
Siouan  Trib e , who , a long wit h  c it ize ns  o f o t he r t rib a l 
na t ions , com p rise  one  o f t he  la rge s t  p op ula t ions  o f 
Ind ige nous  p e op le  e as t  o f t he  Miss iss ip p i Rive r.
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This will establish the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill as a leading public university for American 
Indian scholarship and scholars and make Native issues a 
permanent part of the intellectual life of the University. 

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

The American Indian Center bridges the richness of 
North Carolina’s American Indian cultures with the 
strengths of Carolina’s research, education, and service. 



OUR INITIATIVES

Offering information, education, 
and service to the Carolina 
campus community

Providing public service 
to Native communities

Interacting with scholarship 
inside and outside the classroom

Contributing to student personal 
and professional development



COMMON TERMS

Sovereignty

Self-Determination

Consultation

Free, Prior, & Informed Consent



UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION  ON THE RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES



“Academia, and its by-products, continues to become 
more irrelevant to the needs of people... We should not 
be objects of observation for those who do nothing to 
help us.” 

-Vine Deloria, Jr. (Standing Rock Sioux) 

LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORW ARD:
THE LEGACY OF RESEARCH IN NATIVE COMMUNITIES

“From the vantage point of the colonized...the term 
‘research’ is inextricably linked to European imperialism 
and colonialism. The word itself... is probably one of the 
dirtiest words in the Indigenous world’s vocabulary.”

-Linda Tuhiwai Smith (Ngāti Awa, Ngāti Porou, Tuhourangi)







• Adoption of a University policy on tribal consultation:
⚬ Affirms the unique and sovereign status of tribal nations.
⚬ Demonstrates the University’s commitment to working collaboratively with tribal 

nations.
⚬ Protects the relationship between the University and tribal nations and ensures 

that the relationship remains reciprocal.
• Ethical and engaged research is just one dimension of a tribal consultation policy. 
• Other dimensions may include:

⚬ Curriculum and educational programming
⚬ Infrastructure projects
⚬ Plans for human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects

MEANINGFUL CONSULTATION:
TRIBAL COMMUNITIES AND UNIVERSITIES



• Tribal consultation policies reflect the needs, wants, and attributes of local tribal 
communities and the unique dynamics (historic and ongoing) of a particular place.

• Things to consider about Native NC:
⚬ Eight state-recognized tribes, one of which is federally recognized; the state also 

recognizes the ancestral territory of the Catawba in southwestern NC
⚬ Four urban Indian organizations; representatives hold membership on NC 

Commission of Indian Affairs 
⚬ One of the largest populations of Native people east of the Mississippi River
⚬ The Lumbee Tribe has its own IRB
⚬ The Eastern Band of Cherokee has an IRB for health-related projects and a 

separate IRB for social and cultural projects

MEANINGFUL CONSULTATION:
THINK LOCALLY



TRIBAL CONSULTATION EXAMPLES:
UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEMS (UARIZONA, 

2023)



TRIBAL CONSULTATION EXAMPLES:
UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEMS (UW SYSTEM, 2021)



TRIBAL CONSULTATION EXAMPLES:
UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEMS (UW SYSTEM, 2021)



UNC TRIBAL CONSULTATION:
WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED?

INCLUSION OF 
EIGHT TRIBES

CONSULTATION = 
COLLABORATION

?
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FURTHER READING



AMERICAN 
INDIAN CENTER

Stay in touc h!

205 Wilson Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

919.843.4189
aic@unc.edu
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